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of propagating the tenets of the new faith through the
language of the people and that was the beginning of the
literary movement in Kannada. It was a red-letter day
*n the history of Kannada when the scholars of the time
realised the value of the language of the common man,
at a time when Sanskrit held supreme sway over their
minds. This realisation was only possible for Jaina savants
and artists, whose scriptures were written in the language
of the people in the land of their origin and who, therefore,
had no fetish for Sanskrit, though their love and study of
Sanskrit, as well as Prakrit was unequalled. As a result of
the new attitude, epigraphs came to be written in Kannada
since it must have been thought that they were meant for
the instruction of the people. The first works in Kannada
might have been mostly religious and sectarian. A few
works like ' Cudamani' which has been already referred to,
belong to the early period and are known to be comment-
aries on Jaina works in Sanskrit. The Gaoga king Durvinlta,
Vimalodaya and Nagarjuna, whom Kavirajamaga mentions,
must have also contributed their own to the new movement
by writing books directly bearing on Jaina biography,
legend, philosophy and religion. There could have
been but a few scientific or secular works during this age.
But we must make such generalisations rather cautiously
because it is possible that we might be ignorant of a great
mass of secular literature of this period, whose existence
seems to be suggested by 'Kavirajamarga'. A good deal of
prose, chiefly in narrative form, might have been written,
as is evident from the reference to Gadyakatha, though
it might not have been strictly secular. One of such prose
works probably is 'Vaddaradhane' by SivakotySca*y&> in
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